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with tinsel; or when in autumn the balconies were illuminated
and the tanks lit up with lamps arranged in rows on the
water's edge.

The settlement of the land-revenue was the first matter
claiming attention. Surveys of all the villages, field by field,
similar to those already described in chapters IV. and V., and
comprising topographical details, had been for some time in
progress. The revenue was assessed for long terms of twenty
to thirty years in the same manner as in northern India, but
relatively at somewhat lighter rates; nowhere in India were the
landholders more contented with the assessment than here.
Questions indeed arose as to whether the assessment was not
being made too light, but it was maintained intact, on being
seen to operate favourably in regard to popular contentment.
The country was blessed with unfailing seasons, receiving the
early and latter rains in abundance. The neighbouring Satpura
mountains attracted and condensed the masses of vapour
coursing over the Deccan. Thus, the districts at their base
were among the very few Indian tracts which enjoyed immu-
nity from drought and famine.                    t

After some discussion the tenure, already described as having
been established by the Mahrattas, was recognized and con-
firmed by this settlement. It differed from what was pro-
bably the original tenure of these Provinces, and certainly the
existing tenure in neighbouring Mahratta territories. As just
explained, the peasant proprietors had been here reduced from
their proprietary status by the Mahrattas, and landlords -had
been placed in all the villages. But the landlords had been
established for some generations, and the peasantry did not for
the most part seek for or expect a position higher than that
of tenants. The tenure had thus become in essentials Zemin-
dari as in Bengal. Here, however, the estates, instead of being
as in Bengal large, were generally small, and so the tenures
might be described as petty Zemindari. It was usual for the
landlord to keep a few fields under his own management, a
sort of home farm near the dwelling-places, and to leave in
the hands of tenants the remaining fields of the village. Of